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Situation in the Central African Republic

The Prosecutor

v. 

Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo

Case n° ICC-01/05-01/08

The Context
Pre-Trial Chamber III is of the opinion that there are reasonable grounds to believe that :

• From 25 October 2002 to 15 March 2003 there was an armed conflict in the CAR, and that a segment of 
the national armed forces of Mr Ange-Félix Patassé, President of the CAR at the time, allied with the 
combatants of the Mouvement de Libération du Congo ("MLC") led by  Mr Bemba, fought a rebel 
movement led by Mr François Bozizé, former Chief of Staff of the armed forces of the CAR

• there was an agreement between Bemba and Patassé based on a reciprocal commitment whereby 
Patassé would receive military assistance from Bemba in order to maintain himself in power and Bemba 
would, inter alia, receive strategic and logistical support from Patassé and be able to avoid the formation 
of an alliance between the CAR and the incumbent Government in Kinshasa

• members of the MLC progressed from Bangui (CAR's capital) to the northern part of the CAR and set 
up strategic bases, thereby dominating part of the territory of the CAR, in which they conducted 
military operations continuously for five months.
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Date of birth: 4 November 1962

Place of birth: Bokada, Equateur Province, Democratic Republic of the Congo, DRC

Nationality: Congolese

Ethnicity: Ngwaka

Family: married, son of Jeannot Bemba Saolana

Current statuts: in detention at the ICC detention Center, Pre-trial Phase

Warrent of arrest: 10 June 2008 (replacing the warrant of arrest issued on 23 May 2008)

Transferred to the Hague: 3 July 2008

Confirmation of charges hearing: 12-15 January 2009

Counts: • three counts of crimes against humanity: rape (article 7(1)(g)),
torture (article 7(1)(f)), and murder (article 7(1)(a));
• five counts of war crimes: rape (article 8(2)(e)(vi)), torture (article
8(2)(c)(i)), committing outrages upon personal dignity, in particular
humiliating and degrading treatment (article 8(2)(c)(ii)), pillaging a town
or place (article 8(2)(e)(v)), and murder (article 8(2)(c)(i)).



The alleged crimes: (some examples)
The Chamber considers that there are reasonable grounds to believe that:

• in the context of the above-mentioned armed conflict, MLC forces led by Bemba, committed crimes
against the civilian population: rape, torture, outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and
degrading treatment, murder and pillaging

• the attack directed against the civilian population was widespread and systematic. The attack, 
particularly in Bangui, Point Kilomètre 12 ("PK 12"), Point Kilomètre 22 ("PK 22 "), Mongoumba, Bossangoa,
Damara, Bossembélé, Sibut, Bozoum, Kabo, Batangafo, Kaga-Bandoro and Bossemptélé, took place on a large
scale and targeted a large number of civilian victims, often in the aftermath of a military clash between the
MLC and Mr François Bozizé's rebel group. A large number of children, women and men were raped under
the pretext that they were sympathetic to the rebels and in order to humiliate them or to demonstrate their
powerlessness to protect their families. Murders were committed in the context of the systematic attack
against the civilian population

• Mr Bemba knew that the conduct of the members of the MLC was part of a widespread or systematic
attack on the civilian population of the Central African Republic, since he travelled to the CAR on at least two 
occasions, and during those visits he was made aware of the complaints of the local population in respect of
the crimes allegedly committed by members of the MLC 

• Mr Bemba was the President and Commander-in-Chief of the MLC and that he was vested with de jure
and de facto authority by members of the movement to take all political and military decisions.

Key Judicial developments:

Referral and investigations

• On 21 December 2004, the Government of CAR referred to the Court the crimes committed after 1 July 
2002 on the territory of CAR. 

• In June 2005, the CAR Government provided documentation to the Prosecutor regarding the crimes 
committed in CAR in 2002-2003, as well as the procès-verbaux from the judicial proceedings held in 
Bangui in relation to these crimes.

• The Prosecutor conducted a detailed analysis of the information he received from the CAR Government, 
and sought and obtained additional information from various sources. After reviewing the information 
received, the Prosecutor concluded that all requirements for initiating an investigation under the Rome 
Statute were satisfied. 

• On 10 May 2007, the Prosecutor communicated to the CAR Government, to Pre-Trial Chamber III and to 
the President of the Court his decision to initiate an investigation. 

• On 22 May 2007, the commencement of an investigation of alleged crimes committed in CAR was 
publicly announced.

Warrant of arrest and surrender

• On 9 May 2008, the Prosecution presented its sealed Application for a Warrant of Arrest under Article 58 
of the Rome Statute against Jean-Pierre Bemba to Pre-Trial Chamber III.

• On 23 May 2008, Pre-Trial Chamber III issued a sealed warrant of arrest along with a request for 
provisional arrest to the Kingdom of Belgium.

• On 24 May, Bemba was arrested by the Belgian authorities, at which point Pre-Trial Chamber III decided 
to unseal the arrest warrant. 

• On 10 June 2008, Pre-Trial Chamber III issued a Decision on the Prosecutor's Application of 9 May 2008, 
as well as a new warrant of arrest, replacing the one previously issued on 23 May. The warrant of arrest of 
10 June 2008 further charges Jean-Pierre Bemba with murder, as both a war crime and as a crime against 
humanity. Simultaneously, Pre-Trial Chamber III sent a request for arrest and surrender to the ICC to the 
Kingdom of Belgium.

• On 3 July 2008, Jean-Pierre Bemba was surrendered and transferred to the ICC.

• On 4 July 2008 Bemba appeared before Pre-Trial Chamber III for the first time.



Freezing of assets

On 27 May 2008, Pre-Trail Chamber III addressed to the Portuguese Republic a decision and request in order
to obtain the identification, localization, freeze and seizure of assets of Mr Bemba. 

On 10 October and 14 November 2008, Pre-Trial Chamber rejected the Application of the Defence for Lifting
the Seizure of Assets of Mr Bemba. The Chamber also ordered the Registry to monitor, in consultation with
the competent authorities of the Republic of Portugal, the distribution of 36,260, released on a monthly
basis from a Portuguese bank account of Mr Bemba, to ensure that he meets his financial obligations to his
family and his counsels.

Legal Aid

On 25 August, Trial Chamber III decided provisionally, and pending the completion of the financial 
investigation for the purposes of indigence, that Mr Bemba is not indigent and accordingly may not be 
provided with full or partial legal assistance paid by the Court (ICC-01/05-01/08).

Participation of victims 

On 12 December 2008, fifty-four victims have been granted by the Pre-Trail Chamber III to participate in
these proceedings. Thirty-four victims will be represented by Marie Edith Douzima-Lawson and twenty vic-
tims represented by Paolina Massidda, Principal Counsel of the Office of Public Counsel for Victims (OPCV).

Pre-Trial Chamber III
Judge Ekaterina Trendafilova, Presiding Judge
Judge Hans-Peter Kaul
Judge Mauro Politi

Office of the Prosecutor
Fatou Bensouda
Petra Kneuer

Defence Duty Counsel
Nkwebe Richard Liriss
Karim Asad Ahmad Khan
Aimé Kilolo-Musamba
Pierre Legros

Representatives of the Victims Legal Counsel
Marie Edith Douzima-Lawson
Paolina Massidda, representative of the Office of Public Counsel for Victims (OPCV)
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